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March 18, 2008 
 
 
RE:   LEED® 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System™ encourages and 
accelerates global adoption of sustainable green building and development practices through the creation and 
implementation of universally understood and accepted tools and performance criteria. 
 
LEED® is a third-party certification program and the nationally accepted benchmark for the design, construction and 
operation of high performance green buildings. LEED® gives building owners and operators the tools they need to have 
an immediate and measurable impact on their buildings’ performance. 
 
Tennsco products could contribute toward one or more LEED® credits under the following categories: 
 
Materials and Resources 
 
MR Credit 4.1 & 4.2 – Recycled Content 
 
Intent: Increase demand for building products that have incorporated recycled content materials, therefore reducing the 
impacts resulting from the extraction of new materials. 
 
Support: See attached letter titled “Tennsco Products_Recycled Content Statement 3.18.08rev” describing mill process 
and typical re-used steel content. 
 
Local/Regional Materials 
 
MR Credit 5.1 – Manufactured Regionally 
MR Credit 5.2 – Extracted and Manufactured Regionally 
 
Intent: Increase demand for building products that are manufactured locally, thereby reducing the environmental impacts 
resulting from their transportation and supporting the local economy. 
 
Support: Tennsco products are manufactured in Dickson, TN, 37055. 
 
Indoor Environmental Quality 
 
EQ Credit 4.2 – Low Emitting Materials, Paints 
 
Intent: Reduce the quantity of indoor air contaminants that are odorous or potentially irritating to provide installer and 
occupant health and comfort. 
 
Support: See attached documents “Pioneer LEED Letter 7.29.08” (demonstrating that the powder coating on our products 
emits no VOCs), and “PPG VOC 7.29.08” (indicating that our Electrodeposition coatings contain 68.3 g/L VOC as 
supplied). 
 
Please let me know if I can be of further assistance. 
 
Sincerely,  
TENNSCO CORP. 
 
Rocky Bowker 
Environmental Coordinator 

Direct Line Corporation 110 Dragon. Dr. Dickson TN 37055
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March 18, 2008 
 
RE:   Recycled Content 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

In regard to the question of recycled content in Tennsco’s products – we offer the following statement: 
 

STEEL: 
Tennsco’s extensive product line and numerous components require various gauges and grades of steel. Therefore, it 
has proven necessary to utilize various steel vendors to ensure availability of stock as well as competitive pricing. This, 
along with the fact that the steel vendors themselves have several mill sources and move their percentages of 
participation around as the mill’s competitiveness, lead time, and quality may vary – consequently lead to the overall 
percentage of recycled content varying, and can currently range from 25 to 90% – of which is 19 to 80% “postconsumer” 
recycled content. These quantities however, enable most Tennsco products to meet the recommended minimum 
recycled content levels for Post-Consumer and/or Total Recovered material as determined by the applicable United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) Comprehensive Procurement Guideline (“CPG”). 

 

*Additional Note (Courtesy of the Steel Recycling Institute): Contemporary technologies produce steel in 

two ways, both of which require old steel to make new. The basic oxygen furnace (BOF) process uses 25 to 

35 percent old steel to make new. The electric arc furnace (EAF) process uses virtually 100 percent old steel 

to make new. 
 

Understanding the recycled content of BOF and EAF steels, one should not attempt to select one steel 

producer over another on the basis of a simplistic comparison of relative scrap usage or recycled content. 

Rather than providing an enhanced environmental benefit, such a selection could prove more costly in terms 

of total life cycle assessment energy consumption or other variables. 

Steel does not rely on “recycled content” purchasing to incorporate or drive scrap use. It already happens 

because of the economics. Recycled content for steel is a function of the steelmaking process itself. 
 

After its useful product life, regardless of its BOF or EAF origin, steel is recycled back into another steel 

product. Thus steel with almost 100 percent recycled content cannot be described as 

environmentally superior to steel with 30 percent recycled content. This is not contradictory 

because they are both complementary parts of the total interlocking infrastructure of steelmaking, product 

manufacture, scrap generation and recycling. The recycled content of EAF relies on the embodied energy 

savings of the steel created in the BOF. 
 

PARTICLEBOARD: 
Based on the information provided by our suppliers of particleboard, these products contain approximately 90% 
recycled content, of which approximately 100% is “postconsumer” recycled content. 

 

PACKAGING: 
Depending on the grade of paper, the combinations of liners and mediums, as well as the various suppliers - the 
recycled content of the packaging material can currently range from 5 to 43% – of which is 0 to 37% “postconsumer” 
recycled content. 

 

Due to the process variances stated - this opinion is offered as a guide and not a guarantee of specific composition or 
content. 
 
Sincerely,  
TENNSCO CORP. 

 
Rocky Bowker 
Environmental Coordinator 

Direct Line Corporation 110 Dragon Ln Dickson TN 37055



Industrial Electrocoat

Air Emission Estimates  -  VOC & HAPS for POWERCRON AR395C AP217A

Customer:   Tennsco

Reference Values from  Operating Manual:

Code VOC HAPS Blend VOC VOC

lb/gal. lb/gal. Ratio lb/gal. g/L

Resin AR395C 0.58 0 5

Paste AP217A 0.52 0 1

Solvent NA

 Note:  *VOC figures are based on calculated VOC values which reference EPA Test Method 24

for % Non-Volatile Temperature of 110 degrees C.

Composite

68.30.57

Copyright 1998

PPG Industries, Inc.   VOC_HAPs_PPG  7/29/2008

Direct Line Corporation  110 Dragon Dr. Dickson TN 37055



PPPPIONEER POWDER PRODUCTSIONEER POWDER PRODUCTSIONEER POWDER PRODUCTSIONEER POWDER PRODUCTS    
1521 NORTH 31ST AVENUE 
MELROSE  PARK ,IL  60160 

PHONE 708  345 4848 
FAX 708 345 4855 

Toll Free 1-800-708-4844 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Rocky Bowker      July 29, 2008 
Tennsco 
201 Tennsco Drive. 
Dickson, TN.  37056-1888 
 
This letter certifies that the powder coating products manufactured by Pioneer Powder Coatings 
are RoHS compliant. Additionally they contain no V.O.C’s. After review, they also meet or 
exceed the requirements set forth by the LEED (4.2) rating system, as well as the guidelines for 
Green Seal requirements concerning paints (GS-11). 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John Landes 
Technical Director 
Pioneer Powder Coatings 
 
 
 

Direct Line Corporation  110 Dragon Dr. Dickson TN 37055




